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Some Thoughts concerning the 5, 70 wy 
OY of the Teſt AF, c. 


SIR. 


more agreeable to me than to hear 
from you, yet, for once, give me 
I cave to tell you, a Letter of yours 
has been extreamly diſagreeable, You will 
be the more ſurprized at this, when I ac- 
quaint you, that the Letter I mean was your 
laſt; which was written fo entirely in a Spi- 
tit of Congratulation and Triumph, ſuita- 


— n. 


News. 
But, whence this loud Triumph? And 


gant Joy take its Riſe ? Why truly, the Sa- 


you aſſurt me is true] that the Miniſtry have 


ty of both Houſes ſeem well diſpoſed to the 


at the Removal ot What has ſo d long been a 
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” 


W ble to what” you intended it ſhould'be, the 
eſenger of a Piece of extraordinary 800d 


from What happy Event does this extrava - 


cramental Teſt is to be taken away, the en- 
ſuing Seſſion of Parliament. At leaſt this | 


promiſed not to oppoſe it; that a Majoti- | 


Abolition of if; and that even ſome of the 
Reverend, =p; would not be diſpleaſed 
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Scandal to the Religion they profeſs, and by 
which, they are ſupported, not only in their 
Hopes of a glorious Reverſion in the ncxt 
World, but in great actual Dignity and Af. 
fluence in this. Here then is the Occaſion 
of your Joy ; but the true Cauſe of it 
lies a little more remote. Vou imagine 
this to be only a Prelude to a further, and 
much more glorious Reformation; and con- 

ſider the, Conſequences of it with, regard 
to Freedom of Thought in general, rather 
than with regard to the Sets of Chriſtians, 
who happen. at preſent to differ from the 
Church as by Law Eſtabliſhed. Upon your 
Hypotheſis, the Repeal of the Teſt-Act bodes 
well to that glorious Cauſe, which you and 
I have been ſo long pleading for, not againſt 
this, or the other Set of Bigots, whether Eſ- 
tabliſhed, Tolerated, or only Connived at; 
but againſt Bigots of all Kinds, and againſt 
the Foundation of all Bigotry, the Belief of 
a Divine Revelation. When once, you ſay, 
the great Bait which tempts many of our 
Friends to profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, ſhall 
be taken away, they will then more boldly 
throw off the Mask; believe whatever they 
think fit; profeſs whatever. they believe; 
and fcarlefily propagate whatever they pro- 
fels, Other Men will be induced, both by 
their Example, and the general Liberty of 
the Time, to turn indifferent about the ſe- 
veral Forms of Religion. Wben there is no 


Biaſs on cheir Minds to o determine them to 
any 


(44 
any particular Path in Religion, they will 
de the more ſuſceptible of any Impreſſions 
apable of throwing them out of the Paths 
of Religion altogether. And thus, by de- 
trees, they will be enabled to wear out the 
rejudices of Education, and return to their 
primitive Liberty of profeſſing any Religion, 
or none at all, according as they find it moſt 
zzrecable to their preſent Conviction. 
But above all, you ſeem delighted with 
he Thoughts of the Repeal of the Teſt» 
Act, from the Conſideration of the Pleaſure 
t muſt give us, and our Friends, in being 
elieved from the irkſom and hateful Task 
of paying a Hypocriticat Homage to Chriſti- 
znity, whenever we are called to any Em- 
ployment of Honour or Profit in our Coun- 
J. This has been long looked upon, and 
ried out againſt; as a Mark of the moſt in- 
glorious Servitude ; and who can forbear be- 
ing tranſported with Joy, at the Dawn of a 
Deliverance from the vileſt of all Kinds of 
Slavery, the Slavery which obliges a Man to 
car its Badge? | 
freely own to you, my Dear Friend, 
hat there was once a Time when the Pro- 
ſpect of a Repeal of the Teſt · Act would have 
given me the ſame Satisfaction it now does 
0 you; becauſe I was then of the ſame O- 
pinion with you, that a great many good 
Conſequences would reſult from it. But 
my Retirement in the Country has given 
me an Opportunity of ſeeing moſt things in 
quite different Light from what I did when 
B 2 amidſt 
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Aalen the Noiſe and Hurry of the Town; q 
and every Day ſurrounded with all my old tt 
Companions, whoſe Opinions were, for the D 
moſt part, the only Medium, which convey. l 
ed to me any Opinions of my own. TIthink WE hi 
of all Matters with Calmneſs and Tmpartia- ¶ ſe 
lity z and admit no Standards of Truth but th 
my own Reaſon. Hobbes and Hoadley, di 
Collins and Clarke are all of equal 'Aurho-M th 
rity with me; and if Iembrace any one Sy- ot 
ſtem rather than another, it is merely becauſe, Ml 
upon mature Deliberation, I am convinced, 
it has the advantage of having Truth on its 
ſide. As great an Admirer as I':am of Lt 
cretins, and Hobbes, yet are there many 
things in both, that are by no means to my 
Palate; nor in Dr. C/arke himſelf can J con- 
demn every thing, though no one can be 
Jeſs ſatisfied than I with the Bulk of his No- 
tions both in Philoſophy and Divinity. Thus 
you ſee, I continue ſtill a True Free- Thin. 
ker, and that it is not from any Alteration in 
my Principles in general, but much the con- 
trary, that I happen to differ from my Friends 
upon the preſent Occaſion. The ttuth is, i 
we act conſiſtently with our own grand Prin- 


ciple, we ſhall pay as little Deference: to Au w. 
thorities on our on ſide, as to Authorit ie of 
on the ſide of our Adverſaries. Re 

Any Difference in me from what I for rit 


merly was, lies rather in my Paſſions, than Bir 
in my judgment. I am leſs apt to be led / for 
way by Oy rin and conſe / thi 
| quent!) 
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quently leſs keen upon Projects to gratify 
them. Novelties affect me with a very ſmall 
Degree of ſurprize; and yet I am very jea- 
lous of any ſudden or remarkable Changes, 
however well intended, till I have made my 
ſelf pretty ſure, that they will either anſwer 
the End propoſed by them, or, at leaſt, pro- 
duce no Inconveniencies of greater Moment, 
than what ariſe qut of 8 preſent Situation 
of Things. 

In this Diſpoſition of Mind haye L, for 
ſome time, conſidered the Sacramental Teſt; 
and though I own it to be a very great Evil 
in it ſelf, as we muſt acknowledge every thing 
elſe to be, which encroaches on the natural 
Liberties of Mankind; yet, I am afraid, we 
ſnould find the Conſequences of repealing it 
a great deal more grievous. For inſtead of 
leaving Religion more open and unguarded, 
as is your fond Imagination, I am rather 
convinced, that it would tend to the ſtreng- 
thening and confirming of it, and render all 


future Attempts either to aboliſh, or diſpa- 
rage it, vain and impracticable. 


w * — - 0 


Would you, my Friend, think it a Matter 
of Joy, to ſee the Church of England, 
which every body owns to have been one 
of the ſtrongeſt Bulwarks of the Chriſtian 
Religion, enjoy alarger ſhare of Legal Secu- 


rity, than what the Conſtitution has already 
given her? Iknow you too well, to wait 


for your Anſwer. Yet I am very ſure, that 
this is one very . prabable Conſequence of 
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repealing the Teſt-A@. Whenever any Peo- 
ple are prevailed upon by Importunity to be 
make & Sacrifice, or what they pretend to be Es 
a Sactifiee, was it ever heard of, that they did ¶ th. 
not firſt ſecute themſelves a valuable Conſt ¶ de 
deration, on account of ſo much Self. de- ¶ to 
nial? Nov certain it is, that avaſt: Majority Nof 
of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, either believe, or Ned. 
pretend to believe that the Facramental Teſt I 
is one of the greateſt Securities they enjoy, MV! 
either for theit own Church in particular, or Cle 
the Chriſtian Religion in general, Is it there- /. 
fore credible; that they will conſent to the ¶ bee 
pärting with this Security, or even be pal. the 
ſtye under the Loſs of it, without ſtipulating ¶ the 
for an Equivalent? And pray, did you eve 
cver know the Clergy make à bad Bargain ? Re. 
No; that is a Misfortune to which few Peo - ¶ the 
ple, but Honeſt Men, and Fair Dealers in the ſeal 
Commerce of Life, are liable... 

But, ſuppoſing nothing of this kind ſhould 
be expreſſly ſtipulated; is it not more than 
probable, that the Legiſlature will, upon this 
Occaſion, find themſelves, in Decency obli- 
ged to make ſuch. Proteſtations of their Re- 
gard for the Church, and for the Cauſe of 
Religion, as wil be tantamount to a full 
Recognition of the pretended Rights of both 
Andſit is already too well known what in- 
fluence ſuch Public and Solemn Declarations 
have upon the Bulk of the People, to make if 
them think both themſelves, and their Law- Ne 
givers tied down, in point of Conſcience, to n 
à perpetual Obſervance of them. 


The 
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nne Difſeniters themſelbes, if the Telt Act 
obe repealed, will be a further Security to the 
« MEfabliſhed Church. That they have the En- 
1 Wthuſiaſm of Chriſtianity in them to as great a 
„degree as any Set of Men amongſt us, indeed 
. to a much greater degree than any other Set 
y of Men amongſt us, is too evident to be deni- 
„ed. Time was, when they uſed to be ſevete- 
iy ridiculed for it, even by thoſe very Men, 
„ Jvwho arc now among the loudeſt in the 
xr MClamour againſt Free-Thinking, and Infide- 
. %%%. On ſeveral Occafions their Bigorry has 
je been eminently conſpicuous. It has carried 
hem ſuch Lengths, as no Fools, beſides 
io themſelves, under equal Provocations, would 
u Never have gone. Their blind Zeal for their 
1 Religion has made them forgive, and aſſiſt 
5. theit bittereſt Enemies and erſecutors, at 
he ſeaſons when they had it in their powe 
to deprive them for ever of the Capacity o 
1d Hhurting them: A glaring Inſtance hereo 
in they gave us at the late Revolution. That 
ais I do them no wrong, by relying on any 
li- partial Repreſentations of their Cond: 

c- Make the following authentic wee 
of Nof it from the whole Peerage of Engla 

ull To ſave you the Trouble of turning ovet 
od muſty Records, Which you always 
hought ſo diſagreeable an Employment” r 
the Temple, I ſhall rranfcribe it for You - 
from, 4 Report of a FreeCon Wren 

-e Houſe of Peers, and the 
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preventing | Occaſional Conformity, A. D. 
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In the laſt and greateſt Danger the 
“Church was expoſed to, they, (namely, 
the Diſſenters) joined with her with all 
«= imaginable Zeal and Sincerity, againſt the 
0 Papiſts, their common Enemies, ſhewing 
« no Prejudice to the Church, but the ut- 
“ moſt Reſpect to her Biſhops, when ſent to 
« the Tower; and ever linte they have con- 
e tinucd to ſhew all the Signs of Friendſhip 
« and Submiſſion to the Government of 

& Church and State.“ 85 | 
bus far did their Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Religion carry thoſe Diſſenters, at the time 
when. che Church was in the greateſt Dan- 
er, . againſt their common Enemies, the 
apiſts. And do you think, they look upon 
the Fres. NThinters now to be leſs their 
coramon Enemies, than the Papiſts then; 
or that their Bigotry for the Whole of their 
cligion will fall hort of that, which the) 
have expreſſed for only a Part of it? Truſt 
not to any ſuch idle Expectations. Their 
Actions at preſent, ſhew both the Tempers 
and the Principles of the Men. Unrewardcd, 
| a0 eyen unthanked for it, they ſhew ther» 
ſelyes as ready as any People to ruſh into 
the, Lis _ whenever there is any Diſpute 
about Chriſtianity. Their Chandlers, and 
Foſters, have been up in arms in the Caul, 
as well as the Grbſons, and Smallbrookes of 
the Church. And though only Holunt ier: 
in the Affair, they have diſcovered * | 
| | qu | 
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qual Ardor in it with the Stunding Forres 
of the Goſpel, who beſides their large preſent 
Pay, have the delightful Proſpect of Mitres, 
and Lawn-Sleeves, to. animate them in the 
ervice, and to reward their Exploits. In 
ſhort, I can recollect no Occaſion of Dan- 
ger, wherein the Diſſenters have not been 
he Outguards, and Centries Perdues of the 
hurch; even when they had nothing elſe 
to expect, but to be knocked on the head 
for their pains. This, if it proves no more, 
proves, at leaſt, that the Fellows are ſincere 
in what they are doing; and conſequent- 
y ſerves to ſhew, that People ot their Prin- 
iples will always be very ready to concut 
in any thing that tends to the further Securi- 
ty and Eſtabliſhment of Religion. They 
will do this with the .more Chearfulneſs; 
when they ſhall apprehend themſelves to be 
bound in Gratitude by ſo great a Favour, as 
hey will probably look on the Repeal of 
he Teſt- Act to be. For Men, who have 
deen Fools enough to repay the worſt of 
Uſage with the beſt: of Uſage, muſt needs 
be extremely prodigal of their Thanks, when- 
ver there is an Obligation laid upon them 
to be thankful. On this account, it is more 
than ptobable, that the Diſſentets, upon this 
favour done them, will become more friend- 
to the National Eſtabliſhment than 
ever, and come to think their Intereſt one 
with it. They will then deſert thoſe few 
of our begs, whoſe Intereſt they now and 

b * then 
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then eſpouſe in Elections, on account of our 
Concern, in point of Safety, as well as Prin. 
ciple, to be Friends to Toleration, and Li. 
berty of Conſcience. Our Service being 
at an end, they will then have no further 
Occaſion for our Service. Then will be the 
Time to bring in new Acts for ſuppreſſing 
Immorality, and Prophaneneſs ; under which 
Head will, no doubt, be comprchended all 
HBlaſphemies, as they will be called, again 
Revealed Religion; all Scruples about Fadi, 
which no Man can believe; and all Afﬀronts 
to an Order, whom no Man will  truf; 
Theſe are the natrual, if not the neceſſary 
Conſequences of ſuch an Union as the Re- 
peal of the Teſt- Act will make betwixt the 
Eſtabliſned Church, and the Diſſenters. The 
Church Party will indeed act wiſely, by mak. 
ing ſuch a Conceſſion in favour of thoſe, 
whom they are ſometimes pleaſed to term 
their Brethren: They will act the part of 
a prudent Landlord, who, when his Land 
arc let at a Rack- Rent, fines down a con- 
ſiderable part of it, in order to make the 
Remainder both a ſurer. Property, and 
ꝑrompter Payment. But, for a Man belie- 
ing no Religion, and, out of a tender Re- 
gard to Mankind, paſſionately deſiring the 
Downfal of all Religions, the Divine Reli- 
gion of Nature only excepted, to:dgſire:ſuch 
an Union amongſt Chriſtians, or to rejoice ¶ it. 
at the Praſpect of it, ſeems to me moſt unna-· W all 
tural and monſtrous, It is fully às wild for 
112443 2 and cra 


3 
and abſurd,” as it would be in a Man living! 
on a Common, to wiſh for a Reconciliation” 
betwixt two neighbouring Landlords engaged 
in a tedious Law-Suirt about the Right of 
encloſing it. Did the poor Fellow obtain 
is Wiſh, he only would be the ſufferer; The 
two new Friends would ſoon make him ſen- 
ſible to whom he ought to pay his Ho 85. 
But" beſides this real ſtrength, which; as 
| apprehend, the Cauſe of Religion whais 
receive from the Abolition of the ſacramen- 
tal Teſt, there yet remains another great Ad- 
vantage, that would accrue to it, from the 
Credit that would hereby redound to the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and conſequent- 
ly to that Religion, which they profeſs. 
Lou ate not to learn, that the greateſt Ad- 
k- Nvantages we have ever gained againſt Chris 
ſe, ¶ ſtianity, have ariſen from the bad Principles; 
mand the bad Practices of the Clergy. It was 
of Wthis Cauſe alone, which firſt tempted honeſt 
ds and liberal Minds to doubt of the Truth of 
n- Religion; and ever ſince it began to be doub- 
he ted, our greateſt ſtrength has lain in this part 
nd WW of the Argument, and our greateſt Triumphs 
*reſulted from it. The Chriſtian” Religion, 
ce N it is laid don in the Goſpel, carries ſuch 
he an Aſpett of Integrity, and real Beauty, as 
li. renders it none of the eaſieſt Tasks in the 
ch vorld to put Mankind out of conceit with 
ice Nit. But when it encumbered with 
a. au the Trappings of Superſtition, and de- 
ild W formed with (all the — of Prieſts 
nd ca anden is the Time to attack it with 
5 C 2 Hopes 
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Hopes of Succeſs, and to turn the Hearts of MW Pe 
the People againſt it in earneſt. The Buſy, Ml gy 
and the Unthinking part of Mankind, who itt 
either have not Leiſure, or ſufficient Ca. cn 
pacity todiſtinguiſh Appearances from Rea- ſl - 
lities, are always ready to argue from the A-W W 
buſe of any thing againſt the Uſe of it alto · ts 
gether. The propereſt Seaſon therefore to thi 
diſpoſe People to become averſe to Religion, U 
is, When they ſce the Religion of their Coun- ¶ Pr 
try degenerated into a Political Art, over- on 
run with trifling and unintelligible Doctrines MM th: 
and burthened with fooliſh and inſignificant i 
Ceremonies, that have no manner of Ten- 
dency to Public Uſefulneſs, or the Good of 
Men. When things of this nature are in- 
culcated with the ſame Zeal as the Eſſential 
Articles of Religion, and a Non - Compliance 
with them puniſhed with the fame, or with 
greater Severitics, than open Wickedneſs and 
Immorality; it is natural to think, that the 
Public Teachers of ſuch à Religion; who 
ought to know theſe matters beſt, are not 
in earneſt, but have ſome other End in view, 
than the mere Eſtabliſnment of things of no 
apparent Uſe, unleſs to delude the Ignorant, 
and amuſe the Fanciful. And if ſuch! Men 
can allow themſelves the Liberty of playing 
Tricks in one part of their Religion, it wil 
not be very difficult to conceive them ca- 
pable of equal Inſincerity in every part 0 
tligion. Thus the real Belief of Religion 
will did very fair to be quickly baniſned oui ted 
8 Minds. For if once the common” 
WOT Jpn Peopk DI, 
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of people come to be perſuaded, chat the Clery 
„N gy do not really believe it, I will be reſpon- 

ho ſible for them, that they: ſhall not enn 
"2. credulous themſelves. 01.111 | 
e- This Argument will till have: greater 

A- Weight with them, if at the ſame: time that 
to- their Change are every day preaching 1 to 
to chem Temperance, Humility; Honeſty, and 
on, Univerſal Goodwill to Men, they ſee their 
in · ¶ Practice conſtantly running counter to every 
one of thoſe Virtues. Can it be thought, 
that Creatures, who are perpetually wallow⸗ 
ing in Sloth, Luxury, and Senſuality, believe 
one Word of a Religion, which ſo ſtrictly 
forbids all Chambering, and Wantonneſs ? 
n: Will they be believed ſerious in preaching 
ial up a future State of Happineſs in another 
ace Life, who arc ſeen to mind nothing elſe in 
ich this Life, but hunting after Benefices, and 
nd Prefer ments; and when they have got them, 
the grinding the Faces of Poor, and raviſhing 
hoW the Fruits of theit Induſtry out of the hands 
tl of the Induſtrious? Will it be imagined, 
W. that Perſons, who are in an Everlaſting In- 
no trigue to enlarge their own Power, — for 
nt that purpoſe to confine. all the Favours and 
en Benefits of the Society to a few of their own 
ng blinded: Diſciples and Followers, to the ex- 
lg cluſion of the moſt innocent and deſerving 
perſon in it, if he does not bear their Stamp, 

can be ſincere in the Profeſſion of a Reli. 
gion, which is ſaid to be altogether calcula- 
ted to pa en Love, and Uni- 
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verſal Charity? Or will any one ttuſt to 
the Ties of Religion on a Set of Men, who 
diſregard all Principles of : Juſtice and E- 
Auity, and ſeem to be fallen from Humani- 
ty n ſelf? Iheſe are Incomſiſtencies lo 
glaring, that the very meaneſt of the con- 
mon People muſt, in time, fec into them. 
And when they; have got this length, they 
will be very ready to jump to this furthet 
Concluſion, that the whole Affait of Reli- 
gion is only a Piece of reed Policy, and 
an artſul Contrivance of the Clergy, the 
mot fecurehy to gratify their Luft of Pou. 
er aud their Greedine/5/ of Gain; in one 
vord, to monopaliæe the whole Riches and 
Grandeur of the Nation ; not omitting (to 
borrow a moſt Canancal Phraſe from that 
great Pillar of the Church, the Right Reve- 
rend Biſhop: Parker) thoſe Good Things of 
mad | r 12 nn all the e 
< „nt, pics * this Raad tO at Af 
far now untiex Conſideration: In my 0+ 
pinion, the Continuance of the Sacramental 
Teſt is an Inflance of the vindictive Spirit 
lof che Clergy) of their Tyranny, Hypocrily, 
and Ingravicade; which will afford ſuch 4 
_ perpetual Fund of Exclamar ion againſt them, 
and througlytheir Sides againſt Religiontitle!s, 
rhar-we:ought,>byall means, to deſire, and 
to &deavoun;/! that it ſhould fill continue. 
The bart impoſition of kneeling. at the 
Sacrament, which is the only point pre- 
tended to be in conteſt derwit the « Churd 
| and 


(ts) 
and the Diſſenters, as to that matter; tends 
greatly, when rightly conſidered, to animate 
oneſt Minds againſt the Impoſers c of it. The 
hing is declared to be a-matter of perfect 
adifference” by the very Men who did im- 
pole it, and who ſtill continue to do £6; and 
onſequently there can be no Reaſon for im- 
ſing it, unleſs to ſhew the Authority of the 
butch to enact Laws fort no other End, 
han to exert that Authority. All our Law- 
ers tell us, that the Reaſon of the Law is 
bs Life of the Law. Bur alLaw about mat- 
ers abſolutely indifferent can have no Rea- 
on, and therefore ought to have no Life. 
ogent Neceſſity is the only juſt Foundation 
x Legiſlature can go upon in cnacting yy 
Duty, or declaring any Crime in the 
unity, by which they are entruſted Ii * 
\uthority of making Laws. All beyond 
his, is either the Wantonneſs of Powet, or 
he Wickedneſs of it. And the former of 
\-Whele is commomy more grievoully reſented 
0. generous Minds, than the latter; becaufe 
ne one diſcovers Contempt! and the ocker 
ily” Hatred. Nothing therefore tends to 
ake Tyranny, and Tyrants ſo  odivirs To 
ankind as this manner of exerting Power, 


a Welt bas ne other Motive; beſides the In- 
lf, Flination to exert itt. 
ol Of this great Truth the Hiſtory df I 
uc. ges is full of Examples. © Several of tile NRy- 
the Nan Emperors” became Sacrifſces LA their 


mour and Wantonneſs, who had ecapEd 
he juſt Puniſhment of a thouſand Acts of 
and the 


© <=, 


ous Imps of Tyranny that ever lived. ln 


4 Countries were, for the moſt part, ſubject to 


2 15 fled by, upon pain of Death, to ſalute it 
J. 


try; till an Hexoig young Man, one Millian 


| 125 of expoſing, him to the- Indignation 0 
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ae, molt Fun 2 any — 


ery lordly Frolick of © one of 2 preci 
the Reign of the Emperor Albert, tho: 


the Houſe of / Auſtria, who ſet Govertor 
over them, under pretence of protecting 
them, but in reality to enſlave, and oppteb 
them. One Griſler was Governor of tha 
Part of the Country, which now compoſe 
the Canton of Vry. This Miſcreant, not (+ 
tisſied with numberleſs Extortions, and Ba- 
barities, took it in his head to have a ven 
extraordinary Piece of Reverence paid to hi 
a Authority. He cauſed a Pole to be cred 
in the Market / Place of A/torf; the Capital o 
V. , upon which he hung his Cap, and iſſuei 
Mb an Order ; commanding, every one, that 


uncovering the Head, and bending | thc 
Knee before it, with the fame Reſpect, s 
ich bo Tyrant were there in Perſon, The 
People, for feat of Puniſhment, were obliged 
to comply with this Burleſque kind of Idol 


Tell, diſdaining ſo ignominious a Cere mon 
was obſerved to paſs frequently by the Cap 


Fe paying the Cuſtomary | Honours 
a high Ad of Diſobedience could no 


the Governor. os en be bs, _ force 


21? CJ 
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et ¶ to make his Appearance © M him, and was 
in Wa&ually. condemned by him to perpetual Im- 
0: Mpciſonment, he proved in the end too hard 
ci- ¶ for him; and by his Death made the way 
u tme caſter for that general Revolt, which 
ol: Moon. after followed. From this Period the 
wit gers date the Ata of their Liberty, 
on which has made them a conſiderable, and a 
ns Mhappy People, under a thouſand natural Diſ- 
«> Madyantages: And to this great Revolution 
n one ſingle capricious Action of a Tyrannical | 
Madman did not a little contribute. There 
l. His always a Dawn of Hope to a People under 
a-WTycanny, whether Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical, 


N vhen their Tyrants turn crazed, and run in- 
his to Fits of Diſtraction. For then, as Mr. 
e Hobbes has finely expreſſed it, their Etrors 
. become not only Faults, but Scandals, apt 
| 


te. make Men Humble, at one time or other, 
upon the Suppreſſion of their Authority. 

In the Caſe of the Sacramental Teſt, there 
is ſomething yet more wicked, and more odi- 
ous, than the bare enjoining an indifferent Ac- 
tion under a very grievous Penalty. For here 
the indifferent Action is enjoined to be done 
in the performance of another Act, which 
* Perſons cnjoining profeſs ro think one 

of the moſt holy and tremendous Myſteries 
oftheit Religion. This therefore is a down- 
right Profiration of what themſelves pretend 
to believe Sacred. For as neither they, nor any 
body elſe, will have the Forehead to aſſert, 
that, all Men, who may be called to Pub- 
lie Employment, any neceſſarily be cither 
[7:5 _- :: good 


\ * OY 
I a 


. 


{ 


ligion altogether ! * 


tn age it a Stalking-Horſe to their own in- 


and [ oply expoſed themſelves: the more by it, 


+ ity.) 


good Chrifliens, or true Churchmen, to ob. : 


e h Men to participate in thoſe Holy u 
yſterles, is, to uſe their own Phraſes,” giv- jj 


ing the Childrens Bread to "Dogs, and c 
ting Pearls before” Swine. © Nay, it is yet  þ 
worte” than all this; for it is hanging out a hi 


Bait, to the Dogs, and the Swite; to come il 


into the Houſe, and defile it. 31 And as the 1 
vilible End of theſe Proceedings i 18 only to of 
confine the Riches” and "Honours of this af 


: World to a Party, 'which neceffarily. muſt fo 
W ſo many Hypocxites in it, conſiderate pi. 


en can hardly avoid giving into the No- 


tion, that the Prieſts, whay are the great, if th. 


not the: only Stleklers for ſuch Religious IM an 


Teſte are at the bott 2M as great "Unbelievers, un 


and Hypocrites, ag any People at all. And d 
if onde this Notio ihe to Reel among N wi 
Men, wall they not be ready to ke gf Re: / 


"We have ſeen, x good deal of this already, 
even 42 regard 5 the Sacrament, Which 
certain y, neygr Was reccived with ſo little 
Reverctce; as ſince the'Pris s found- means 


tereſte, 2 tytannftal Views. If they have 
milcalcatated their meaſutes in this Affai, 


(ure V it is none 'of our Buſſ neſs to ſhew 
them their Miltake, 'or to aſſiſt them in the 
cottecking of it. On the contrary, it ought 
rather to he out Care to fortify them in their 
Unrightcoutnels,” ald to confirm them in 


a Courſe of Adlon, which ſonaturally tent 
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19) 
to the Deſſruction PR whole Craft, and to 
the Eternal Damnation of the Craftſmen: foo, 
upon whit they would have the World to hee 
lieve to be their own Principles. 
By tlius acting, we ſhould ĩmitate the very 
pro ent Conduct of a Gentleman, who, if 
he be not the wiſeſt, muſt certainly be allow- 
ed to be the wittieſt Man of our whole Party; 
I mean, the Ingenious Author of a Tale 
of Tub. He, though undoubtedly as well 
affected to our Cauſe as any Man living, yet, 
for ſeveral Vears paſt, has taken the Contre- 
pied, and appeared among the moſt [furious 
Champions for Eccleſtaſtical Power. With 
this View he has written, and publiſhed 
an entire Treatiſe on the Subject now 
under Conſideration, and in it has de- 
claimed 6h the zealous ſide of the Queſtion 
with abundance of Art, and a vaſt deal of 
well · diſſembled Fervour. And ſhould this 
produce no other Advantage, it is rio con- 
temptible Thing, that hereby he has obtain- 
ed the uncommon Privilege of ridiculing not 
only the Principles of Religion, but even of 
Morality; with greater © freedom than any 
Author in our Age 3 and his. Writings: arc 
* wirh Approbation and Applauſe by the 
ſt Orthodox, the moſt Zealous, and the 
Venerable Sons of the Church; who 
math not to be in the l1caft ſhock'd- with 
thoſe nutmbertefs Touches of Bawdry, and 
Profaneneſs; that are every where interſper- 
ſed through” his inimitable Performances. 


T dit DIRE 9 even in this lh, | 
D's TY: 


— 


1 return Som this Digreſſion, With 
regard to moral Honeſty, and Gratitude, 
where ſhall we find à more popular Handle 
_ torun'down the Prieſts, than the Sarramen- 

tal Teſt, when the Circumſtances of the 

Church and of the Diſſenters have been due- 

ly inquired into, and conſidered?! Certain WO ſi 

it is, that the Diſſenters have more than once 

aſſiſted in the Deliverance of the Church, 

when ſhe was in the utmoſt Danger of be. 

ing a Church no longer; and no lels certain 

it is, that, upon all ſuch Occaſions, ſhe has 

implored their Aſſiſtance with the higheſ 
Profeſſions of Contrition for her former ill 

Uſage of them, and the moſt, ſolemn Promi- 

ſes of Temper, Forbearance, and what not, 
for the time to come. A little before the 
Revolution, how did the Prieſts cant, and 
curſe the Day, that ever, through the Inſti- 
gation of Satan, and the Papiſts, upon 
whom they were pleaſed to lay the Load, 
inſtead of their own Pride and Paſſion, they 

wete / prevailed upon to diſtreſs their poor 
Pyoteſtant Brethren, and to contend with 
Serupalous Conſciences for mere Nicetius 
and /Formalitits 2 To hear their doleful Com 
plaints, and Self-Upbraidings on this ac 
count, one would have thought, they were 
juſt going to take the droteb Couenant, as! 

| elende Pledge of Peace and Reconciliz 
tion 'betwixt them, and their Dear Brethren. 
However, though they went not quite ſo for 


mally to work as — yet the n 
that 


* 


| | 9 21 5 
th that time have tranſmitted to us ſuch ſolemn 
e, ¶ Proteſtations and Reſolutions of their future 
le N good Behaviour towards the Diſſenters, as 
1 muſt make any Man's Hair ſtand on end, who 
1c WM conſiders, how they have kept thoſe Proteſ- 
c. Nations and Reſolutions, and how they have 
in N ſince uſed thoſe Diſſenters. | 
ce Becauſe it would be endleſs to ane 
b. Indances, I ſhall only pteſent you with 
e. None, taken from one of the moſt femark- 
in able Papers of that time, entitled, An Apo- 
for the Church of England, with re- 
lation to the Spirit of Perſecution, of which 
ſhe is accuſed. We are told, the Author of 
it was a Perſon of great Note in the Church: 
and indeed his manner of Writing diſcovers 
him to have been a Man of conſequence, 
and that he ſpoke the Sentiments of many 
others, as well as his own. ann | 

4 will boldly fay this ” (theſe are the Gen- 
tleman's own Words) © that if the Church of 
England, after ſhe has got out of this Storm, 
9 vil return to hearken to the Peeviſhneſs 
e of ſome ſour Men, ſhe will be abandon- 
ed both of God and Man, and will ſet 
both Heaven and Earth againſt her. The 
Nation ſees too viſibly how dear the Diſ— 
te pute about -Ceremonics has coſt us, to 
* ſtand. any more upon ſuch PunQilios.” 
Well, the Church of England did get out 
of this Storm; and What * the Eft oc 
it? Sailors generally get drunk, 28 

they come aſhore. So fared" it with the 

bs , Gn. 


46527) 
EY * She grew giddy on h hes, amazing 
her 


5 ; 29 in 1 Inſtant {got all 

os and Proteſtations it in tlic 5 a of 

her, Dil 15 and in 5 Anguiſh of her Soul, 
No Jong, were tlic Diflenters honoure 
with Title of her poor Brethren.” One 
part o the Character Ee Was indeed graci. 
ouſly, e to O them; but it by no 
mezns, became Cir” 0. to aſſume the biher 
They y 1 and a poſitive Peo 
ple, that loved chip merely for the, fake 
2h being Schiſmaticks ; and were, entirely 0 
VCreru 15 Fanaticiſ un, 13555 with. Republi 
can and A ntimonarehic rinci les.” To- 
- 1 5 ced 1 ot ; but that Was ow. 
Gee Had the 


2 the 1 5 they would” not have ob 
tained that. For a Comprehenſion, which 
had been promiſęd ther by the Clers 122 and 
Was ſerioully attempted by * 3overfiment, 
could. Never . 12 - obtained ; 3 "CE run 
un as molt 19 7 ous. 0 Wee to 
blow up tl bu | when it could not be 
pulled down. \, .,_ 1", we 
This was t the Raward d the ria 5 5 the 
Pikegterz, not. "Sol fe r reſtoring N onarchy, 
and Epiſcopacy, as Cy. had done bur a few 


Ys As 
Years bef betore their Zeal for the Pro- 
toſtant jor Fug 155 [ky 1 1 ay of its greatel 


"Pa * Y, In ratiende, and 
Tx We t is Occaſion 


; ine; 15 e if takin Ek 


n 
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W oachs to the new Government, which they 


ll cpented of having eſtabliſned, and were 


plortcig to overthrow, as ſoon as they had 
eſtabliſhed} it, gave the firſt great Turn to 
2 ens minds againſt them in theſe Kingdoms. 
| Such a Series of vile and diſhonourableAc- 

ons in the Publick' Teachers of Religion, 
et all Men upon an Inquiry into their Prin- 
ples; and finding that they had none but 
FW atcrelt; or Caprice, they thence. ve aptly 
„oncluded rheit whole Syſtem to be nothing 
ec but a Syſtem of Impoſtute and Deluſion. 
Thus Deiſm, and Infidelity, took root here, 
ind have ever ſince happily flouriſh d among 
sz in the fame. manner as the Atheiſm,; and 
pen. Profaneneſs, that preyailed after the 
deſtoration, Were plainly owing to the Cant 
and Enthuſiaſm of the ne ee Ti 
nmediatelyprecedingit.: 1 4 22 
I will eaſily . grant you,:my Dear; Friend, 
he Teuthi,of an Objection, which, I. appre- 
hend, is already ſtruggling in your Boſom 
for Vent 3 namely, that the Sacramental 
Teſt is not the only, nor, perhaps, the gręat- 
laſtance of the ſelſiſn and Tyrannical 
pirit of the Clergy, and of their utter Diſre- 
2d to the Good of Men, and to all Prin- 
iples of Honour and Virtuc. This, is what 
Hm truly ſenſible of. But, at the lame 
ad Nime, you muſt certainly agree with me, that 


the Sacramental Teſt is, at leaſt, one of the 
e Inctances of ſuch a Spirit in them, as Accounts 
b preſent ſtand betwixt them and the Dif- 
entern 


3 


(643) 
ſenters' And therefore with what Propriety WM 
can we wiſh to loſe ſo convenient a Handle, WW nt 
to retider their Proceedings odious to Men of I ar 
Senſe and Humanity, and conſequently toil ci 
make their general Scheme 3 1 ſul· 4. 
peed by them. ;h 
K. will grant you further, that it may, now th 
and then, be a little neceſſary to write againſt 
the Sacramental Teſt, in order to give the 
Prieſts the Alarm, and make them ſhew their 
weaknels, by the ſilly and knaviſh Argu- 
ments they bring for the Continuance of it, 
J have now in my hands a ſmall Treatiſe, 
which came over to us laſt Vear from Ir. 
land, when there was ſome offer made then 
at a Repeal of the Teſt-AR. It is ſaid to be the 
progluction of a Right Reverend; but be 
that ſo or not, I am ſure, it has all the 
Marks of its Country, and therefore need 
no Act ef Naturalization. However, 
mention ãt not upon this account, but only 
as it diſeo vers the very bottom of Prieſtcrat, 
and betrays what a foul bottom Prieſtcraſt 
Has. A Man muſt have very little Spiri, 
or Honeſty, wheſe Indignation does. not 
_ Tiſe, upon reading ſuch a Preformance. | 
ſhall: not trouble either my ſelf, or you, wit 
taking the whole to pieces. But there is on 
Paſſage in it £6 extremely Canonical, thi 
1 cannot pafs it by, becauſe 'it'/affords i 
1 or ee to my ce Pur 


pole. | | 
14 14¹ * a 1 : : 141. Thi 
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y The Diſſenters, it ſeems, (for I have tead 
le, MW none of the other Papers on the Subject, 
of and this fell into my hands only by mere ac- 
to cident) had argued, that the Teſ-Act ren- 
al: ders them leſs uſeful to the Publit, than o- 
berwiſe they might be; and this our Au- 
thor thinks fir poſitzvely to deny, and for a 
Reaſon much more profound than you would 
readily imagine. He ſays; Places of Power 
and 'T ruſt ought always to be given, cæteris 
paribus, to Men of Fortune and Eſtates; and 
from thence —— that the Diſſenters, | 
who, according to him, are generally - of the 
Dregs of the People, are fitter to be con- 
ned to their own Mechanical Employ- 
ments, and daily Labour, to obtain an honeſt 
and induſtrious Livelihood z than to be 
rais'd over the Heads of their Betters, _ b 
mounted on Horſeburk, left they ſhould ride 
tothe i. 22 D innen 
Here we have the genuine Poiirtiaitate of F 
the:Glergy; 'difplayed in its moſt lively Cos 
loars:” The Eloquence is perfectly Eceleſi- 
aſtical, an 'aUmirable Compoſition of Ari- 
erde, and Cicero, burleſqued; and the 
Phraſe of Riding to the Devil is their Na- 
tural Dialect; ſo that it needs nd Rematk. 
But to talk with fo much Contempt of the 
moſt valuable Part of a People; the honeſt. 
and induſtrious Manufacturers, arſd this from 
one of thoſe, who are dnly idle Drones, 
and Devpnrers of the Fat? of the Lind} 
Is ſuch a ftrain of Inſolence, as ought to ren- 


1 (26) 
| det them for ever abhorred in 4 Country, 


that ſubſiſts by Trade and Commerce. It is 


a ꝑit y, that this Piece was not written by 
ſome one ot the moſt eminent of our: Nigni- 
taties on this fide the Water, and warmly 
eſpouſed by the whole Order for then, 1 


am. pexſuaded, it would have rais d ſuch 


a, Spirit againſt} Prieſts, as alt: the; Arts of 
Prieſts would not be able ſuddenly to allay. 


As it is, ſuch a ſingle Inſtance of the Genius 


and Temper: of the Order affords an excel- 
lent Occaſion for turning the Hearts of the 
People againſt them, and making them both 


adious and contemptible, How do theſe Spi- 
ritual Carcrpillets-expoſc themſelves by talk- 
ing of Fortunes and Eſtates, in oppoſition to 
maeckanical Empleyments, When it is knoun 
roche whole Nation, that the Clergy, though 
| t of the Reyenus of the 
Kingdom, generally die Beggars, and leave. 


ohaTenth 


theit Children à Rent: Charge en ths Public; 
while Thouſands off Mechanies are every day 
Icaviggtheir. og ſuch, Circumſtances, as 


givexhem not only a juſt Right to govern, 
but an, actual Influence on tha Goyvernmant 
Corparations, 
to which they belong . The Sons of the: 
Clergy have an, Annual Feaſt in our Metro- 
aer reg upon that Oxoaſſon a/ Col 


of cke · coſpe cite. Sopioties, and 


lection for their own Tribe the Produce of 


Which is uſually ſet, forth With great Pomp 
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Sons of our d a Meeting on 
ſuch an Account; Iwill venture to afſirm, 
that though their Fathers never poſſeſsd an 
Hundredth Part of the Revenue of the others, 
they ſnould be both able and willing to con- 
tribute a ten times larger Collection for the 
Relief of their poor Brethren. Our Author 
did well to diſtinguiſh betwixt Places of 
Power and Truſt, and an honeſt and induſtri- 
ous Livelihood. For he was donſcious to him- 
ſelf, that his own Place of 2 and Truſt, 
and thoſe of his whole Order, had ne Re- 
ation to either Honeſty, ot Induſtry 3 and 
it is to be preſumed; that the Produce of 
them will wear accordingly. Honeſty and 
Induftry never are permitted to live inthe 
ſame Street with the Clergy, but are always 
diſmiſſed to their own Pariſh ; and therefore 
it is not tò be expected, that their legitimate 
Offspring; Riches and Honour, ſhould abide 

long among then 
Thus you . ſee, that the whole Con- 
duct of the 'Pticſts in relation to the Sacra- 
mental Teſt is 4 perpetual: Source of Re- 
proach againſt them ; and the very Arguments 
mey bring for the Continuance of it, à juſt 
Foundation for turning them into Wadaute 
and Contempt. Why then ſhould we wiſh 
for the Abrogation of a Law, from w flich ſb 
many Inferences may be drawn'againſt them, 
and their Religion? Unleſs matters were 
ripe for a general Change, of ' which, 1 am 
ſprry to ſay; I ſee as 13 Probability; 
PEN | „ I 


(40% 
he either gets another 2 of is 
required to qualify over again upon the De- 
miſe of the Crown. The: Prieſts know;all | 


this as well as any body; and yet every D 
admit to the Sacrament both — oy 
ſenters, and profeſſed Dans. Hence it is 

plain, that all the Zeal of the Prieſts in this 
matter” is neither to ſecure any Man's Affec- 
tion to the Church of England,” or his Be- 
lief of Chriſtianity, but only ſuch a Com- 
petence of Hypocrity, as will enable him to 
comply with a Law, which they imagine to 
be ſo great a Compliment to their own Au- 
thority.: This is only compounding to ac- 
cept of the Shadow, inſtead of the Subſtance. 
And what wiſe Man is there will envy them a 
little Mock Triumph, when at the ſame time 
they ſhew themſelves the moſt profligate part 
of Mankind, by ſacrificing to it the Honour 


of an Inſtitution," whick-they would have ie 


the World think to be the moſt Sacred in 
all Religion? 5 ö 

In the name of Goodhiel, let thels iris | 
al Don Quixotes enjoy in Imagination this 
their — 'Dulcines' 'Þ long as they pleaſe. 
for the higher their Madneſs riſes, which it 
is moſt likely to do pon perpetuating the Ob- 
jet of their Delirium, the more eaſy will it be 
to blindfold them, to mount them on a Moo- 
den Horſe, and to ſend off both themſelves, 
and their overgrown Sancho s, to the Re- 


gions of Everlaſting Scern and Deriſion. 
Theſe 


1 
— 
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bee Sir, aromy e th 
| import A air, If they ſhall have Weiz 
tnough to make any Alteration: m you tf 
7 — afford me much Pieaſuft ; fince' 
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